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as far as what I know to be true from my standpoint.

And I've been a resident of Hawaii for 15
years and I lived and worked in Lahaina for the
first 12 years. And I -- you know, I was never for
development. I wanted to keep Hawaii exactly the
way it was, no changes, loved it, and I realized
that doesn't happen. I actually was against the
building of the Ritz Carlton and the Ritz Carlton
was built and I've worked there since it was built,
and it's been a great job. And even though I didn't
want it to happen, development is inevitable.

And this project has come up, and I know a
lot of people are opposed to it because, you know,
of the development, just development in its nature
and it's also ag land, which the reality is not a
lot of land other than ag land to build developments
on, especially housing developments. So -- and it
seems as far as, you know, the community plan and
what was planned, there wasn't a lot of planning
done for affordable housing or fér people of median
incomeg. Right now I'm sure things got way out of
hand with the pricing of, you know, housing prices
because of the -- there's not a lot on a small
island to work with, but let's talk about traffic.

So I -- and now I work in Napili as a
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full-time job as a fire fighter and I work at the
Ritz Carlton and I currently reside in Haiku. I had
to move because the place I was renting was turned
into a vacation rental and I've been looking -- I've
been looking for a place to live on this side for
the last couple years and -- especially the last
couple months, because I have a six-month-old child,
and everything is almost way out of my reach. I
mean, for a one-bedroom I'm lucky to find one for a
thousand, and my net income is probably 2,000 and my
child care is a thousand. If I paid for -- a
thousand for a one-bedroom, I have nothing to eat
with.

So -- and just as far as traffic goes, I kind
of got side tracked, I'm commuting from Haiku
every -- every day and traffic in the morning is
honestly not that bad. I can get from the point of
Launiupoko to Napili or Kapalua within 15 to 20
minutes in the mornings, and this is of course
before like 7:15, before the real school traffic
comes in. And the school traffic is the major
problem in the morning. And whoever designed to put
three schools up Lahainaluna, I don't know how that
was for a community plan, but that's -- that's been

a huge problem. And I would really like to see the
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bypass go through just for that purpose alone for
people to have other ways to get to that school and

also another --

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

BRANDON: -- route down to the highway, but -- and

if -- you know, the bypass would be good in case
anything ever happened, if these people would be
bottlenecked down at the bottom of Lahainaluna, but
I also -- turn to what I wanted to say. But the
traffic is -- as far as like what the traffic -- I
know this is the worst, is the 4:00 to 6:00 hour
traffic and it's usually the tourists coming home
from Hana or from their day trips out, and that's
the -- the 4:00 to 6:00 ig the crux of the traffic,
and those are the tourists that are living in the --
staying in the hotels that were approved, and here's
someone who wants to live in an affordable housing
project is not going to be -- go through because the
traffic from the tourists that we service at the
hotels. You know, they produce the traffic, but we
can't afford to stay on the island because we

don't -- we don't have a place to live. And
actually I thought about -- my mom wants me to come
home. She gaid it's too expensive. You can't live

here. But I'm trying to work with it and do what I
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can --

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes.

BRANDON: -- to -- is it four minutes or five minutes?
Four minutes, okay. Well, sorry. Well, thank you.
And I just wanted to say this group is really trying
to work with the County and with the community and
with the Hawaiians that live up there, and I hope
that you recognize that and really take your time in

considering what -- what we need. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for

our testifier? If not, ladies and gentlemen, we're
going to take a quick break. Akaku need to change

their tape, so probably two minutes. (Gavel) .

RECESS: 7:30 p.m.
RECONVENE: 7:34 p.m.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: (Gavel). Diane Elder, followed by

David Taylor.

ELDER: Hi, everyone. My name is Diane Elder, and I'm
losing my voice, but I've lived in West Maui about
17 years, almost half my life I lived in West Maui,
even though I'm not from here, but I have not seen
any development in West Maui that is for the regular
people other than the ultra rich. So since I've
lived here, all the houses have been built like

Kahana Ridge and Kapalua, various other projects,
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they were built without anybody voting on it yes or
no, and I don't think there should be a problem with
Puunoca. I am for the project. And as far as
Launiupoko goes, they call that ag land and there's
supposed to be a house, a barn, and a cottage. I
don't see any barns up there at all. I see houses
that people are renting out or living in. There's
nothing even growing up there. So I'm for the
project, and Maui needs to expand the road anyway,
so it's going to have to happen anyway. Thanks.
PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for
the testifier? 1If not, David Taylor, followed by

Dave Minami.

MR. TAYLOR: Good evening. I'm Dave Taylor. Thank you

for coming to the west side. We appreciate it.
There's no argument that we need affordable housing.
I mean, we can go on and on about that. 1It's a
reality, but I think the real reason that we're here
tonight because of this project is for several
things. Number one, because for some reason the
developer has chosen not to go through the regular
system and is trying to avoid many of the normal
rules that normal developments go through. Number
two, we're here tonight because the system requires

that you accept public testimony from us, and number
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three, I think the most important reason we're here
is because of prior bad planning.

Not this Council, but Councils in the past
have made no effort to push affordable housing.
They've made no effort to enforce the affordable
housing rules, and now you're being asked to break
more rules so that this can come through. Some bad
examples of our planning are Montana Beach, where
it's going to cost us taxpayers a lot of money
because of bad planning. Another example of bad
planning is the house at Malan [sic], where because
of bad planning, we, not you, but we as taxpayers
are going to have to pay for it. And I see the same
thing happening here, that in a rush to make an
emotional decision, we as taxpayers are going to end
up paying for it.

This is a good project in the wrong place.
And talking about it and supporting it for days and
weeks and hours and years won't make the location
any better. Interesting that one of the developers
earlier talked about the traffic problem wasn't that
bad and it wasn't fair to stop this project because,
for example, Puamana across the street had a similar
number of units. Well, we're talking about

something that was built over 30 years ago. We're
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not talking about today and it's not apples to
apples when you make comments like that. It will
impact the traffic, just as it will impact
everything else.

To say that it will cost taxpayers nothing,
that can't be true. Everything costs money, whether
it's more police, more fire, more roads, more sewer,
more water, there is no free lunch. We need to, as
someone said earlier, take back control of our
planning. We need to say no to this project and
enforce the rules and make all developers go through
all the rules, through all the hearings, and meet
all the permits that are necessary so that we can
avoid these kind of problems in the future. I urge
you to vote no. Thank you.

PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for
the tegstifier? If not, next testifier is Dave

Minami, followed by Toby Hay.

MR. MINAMI: Good evening. My name is Dave Minami.

Taking notes off my Palm Pilot. We're making it
sound like the HCDCH is illegal. If the HCDCH was
illegal, it wouldn't be a tool for us to use. If it
wasn't for the HCDCH, this whole thing wouldn't have
happened. You wouldn't have heard everybody's point

of view. The HCDCH is there for a reason. And
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because of that, it's bought a lot of good.

In terms of traffic, if traffic is the issue,
fix the traffic. Don't blame the subdivision. Any
development you build, any project is going to
impact traffic. But don't let traffic be the trump
in denying some of these local people homes. If
that's the case, they'll never get homes. Fix the
problem. Address the traffic.

I'm a little disappointed in the Taxpayers
Associations' health and safety. We just came off
of Halloween. Did you guys go to Front Street?
Talk about health and safety. That was crazy down
there. If we were to put that kind of energy, the
amount of energy they put in planning that and the
support into fixing our infrastructure, we wouldn't
have this kind of problem.

Somebody talked about ag lands. Yes, this is
ag land, but there's no ag land, there's no other
land left no matter where you go. You're going to
need to reclassify lands. And if you walk on this
ag land -- go take a look, walk ten feet and count
how many rocks you're going to find. Then go to
somewhere north where beautiful pineapple fields are
and walk ten feet and count how many rocks you're

going to see. I know, I farm those lands. But the
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issue about this ag land is we're making affordable
homes. If you go further north, if you looked at
our crowd, do you think that's the kind of people
who will be buying homes out there? I don't think
so. So there's a difference in the type of ag lands
that we're looking at.

Another comment came up about developers. If

you loock at --

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MR. MINAMI: If you look at the homes that have been

approved this past year, if it wasn't for
developers, we would have none. The developers are
trying to balance as best as they can. There's
nothing wrong with building homes and maintaining
sustainability. That's the American way. It's
private enterprise. We're part of that every single
day. When I was a kid, I could go fishing in
Lahaina, cross the street on Front Street, and buy
lunch for 25 cents, fry soup, chow fun.

Lahaina is so awesome, and what made it
awesome is the land and the people, the diversity.

But if we don't approve this type of project --

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes.

MR. MINAMI: -- then we're only going to be catering to a

higher end. We need to keep our local kids here.
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Thank vyou.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for

the testifier? 1If not, Toby Hay, followed by Shelly

Watson.

MR. HAY: Excuse me. Good evening, Council Members.

Thank you all for coming, including the members that
weren't required to be here. My name is Toby Hay.
I am a broker for West Mauili Land Company, but I
would like to speak to you as an individual. Moved
here in 1969. I've been in the real estate business
full time since 1972. 1It's a long, long time. Most
of the people in the business that I started with
are gone. I'm -- it's very difficult at the end of
the night like this to add anything new to what's
been said. The testimony -- I'm always impressed at
how eloguent the testimony is on both sides.

The -- what I'd like to do is possibly offer
a perspective from a broker's standpoint. Not a day
goes by that I don't have somebody call about
housing, particularly -- naturally working for West
Maui and because of Puunoa, et cetera. The thing
that's really changed in the last two or three years
from all the other years that I've been in the
business is the pricing. I know that sounds

academic, but in the first 20 to 25 years in the
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business, particularly in the early years, but even
in the middle years, affordable housing, yes -- and
it's been around a long time, affordable housing.
We've had the need for affordable housing for a long
time. We had need for low income housing, et
cetera. But the alternative to affordable housing
was market homes.

The guys that I worked with when I was
bartending at the Sheraton, we could sit around and
plan and plan and save our money and -- with the
idea that we were going to buy a home or an
apartment because it was affordable, but it was
market. It was still a market home. What's changed
in the last few years -- in the last two or three
years is this market got away from us. There isn't
a broker that you could bring up to this microphone
that wouldn't tell you they are just amazed at
what's happened here on the market.

For the existing owners, it's great. They
have equity. For the new buyer coming in, the young
couples, it's a nightmare. Now, that -- that you
know. That's been -- but what I really find is that
the despair in a sense, I hate to use that word, but
these young guys I think of Josh out here, guys that

a few years ago would have been planning with their
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wife to save some money, work, put away one of the
salaries to save, to build a market home, they
probably wouldn't even be thinking affordable homes,
they might have, but they might not have. Now there
is no choice. The market home is out of reach for
these people, period. They do not earn enough
money .

They might get family help on a down payment,
but they are not going to get a loan on a market
home. They're not going to -- they can no longer go
to Kahana Ridge. They can't go out to Napili. I
don't know Upcountry as well and Kihei as well. So
we are limited -- I mean affordable housing is going
to be the housing, and I know you know that. But
the difference is that a few years ago, even three
or four years ago that was not the case. You could
still sit with a young couple and they could -- in

their mind they can plan --

MS. NAKATA: Three minutes.

MR. HAY: -- on buying a house. Thank you. Now they

can't. So without looking at all the other issues,
you guys have, as ever many people have said, in a
few days this is going to go -- you're going to
recommend -- make a recommendation and it's going to

go to the full Council, which is you guys, except
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for maybe somebody -- I haven't figured out who's
not here, but it's going to go to you and you

have -- you have this -- you have maybe a traffic
igssue, some other issues, but I don't think there's
any gquestion that the overriding issue is the desire
for housing. You're going to have to make a
decision. Are you going to provide housing?

This is not the end solution, as Jim Riley
said. We support Wainee. I support many of these
projects that are coming on line. Some of them are
further out, but this one here is the first
opportunity you have to provide housing that's going
to come on in the very near future. And to vote no
on this for other specific reasons, I'm just hoping
that you don't. I hope that you put the housing
first and --

MS. NAKATA: Four minutes.

MR. HAY: Thank you. That's it. Thanks.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for
the testifier? If not, call on Shelly Watson.

MS. WATSON: Aloha. My name is Shelly Watson. I'm born
and raised here, right here in Lahaina. Affordable
housing anywhere you go in this country is a need,
but here in Lahaina it's a must. Why? Because all

the people born and raised here in Lahaina, where
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are they? They're moving to Vegas, Oregon, Hilo,
where it's cheap. Nothing's cheap. Housing, gas,
everything, the cost of living is just incredible
these days. But my husband and I, we do whatever it
takes to keep our family here and to raise our
children here.

We own a small business, my husband and I own
a small business, and we have a lot of friends from
the mainland that come here and they tell us that we
live in jail paradise. What that is is this is
paradise, the tourists come here, they enjoy what we
have to offer, what Lahaina, Maui has to over, and
where's the local people? Working at a jail,
working two jobs, three jobs, just to try and make a
living. And God placed us on this earth not to make
a living, but to live life, but we can't because of
the cost of living. People work hard, two jobs,
three jobs, to what? Pay for rent.

Paying rent is like paying for somebody
else's goals and dreams. They have control of your
family's goals and dreams by paying rent. That's
not going to benefit our children. We need help and
you're here to help us and just lead that way for us
so that we can do whatever it takes to keep our

family here and to raise my children here.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for
the testifier? Shelly was the last testifier. If
anybody in the audience that want to testify that
hasn't testified, you can come forward. At this
time, I'd just like to ensure that -- give these
people the opportunity to testify if they're here,
Jim Mulholland, Michael Matus, and Kaipo Kekona.

At this time, without any objections -- oh,
okay, fine.

MS. AOKI: Sorry. Good evening. My name is Kathleen
Aocki, and I'm here to speak as a resident of
Lahaina. I don't -- I know most of you, and I don't
know if you're aware that I live in Lahaina, but I
do. I was raised on the Big Island. I'm a local
girl. I know I don't look like one, but I am. I
have lived in Lahaina for 12 years, and like a lot
of the testifiers before me, I don't think anyone is
against affordable housing. But I am one of those
people that drives Honoapiilani Highway twice a day,
five times a week, i1f not seven times a week, like
Jo Anne. And it's funny, because I've been sitting
here and not one person mentioned the Ukumehame
light and what a nightmare that caused.

And I -- when I come home and it used to take

me 25 minutes to get home. I've worked in Wailuku
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ever since I moved here 12 years ago from the Big
Island. It now takes me -- it can take me 30. It
can take me 45. It can take me an hour and five,
and I call my husband and say traffic is bad, or he
calls me and says traffic is bad, and I just sit and
I look at that traffic and I think how are we going
to put all these homes up here? There's no way you
can say it's not going to impact that. And I'm
sorry, like everyone else here, I'll be selfish, I
don't want to take an hour and a half to get home,
you know.

I thought about, just sitting here, how when
gschool started, Kamehameha III had such a crisis
going on. Where are these -- this school is one of
the most overcrowded schools in this district.
There's so many issues here that we have to look at,
and it's not about saying, well, we don't want to
give you affordable housing. 1It's about what are we
willing to sacrifice for that affordable housing?
Thank you.

PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for

the testifier?

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I have one.

CHAIR

PONTANILLA: Kathleen, you have one guestion, and

don't forget to sign up.
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MS. AOKI: Oh, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Kathleen, did you -- you're
talking about not Ukumehame, you're talking about
Launiupoko light, right?

MS. AOKI: Oh, yeah. I'm sorry.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yeah, ckay. No, no. I --

MS. AOKI: Launiupoko.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: And because you've been through
this application -- have you been through the app --
the actual application for Pu unoa?

MS. AOKI: I haven't looked at it completely. I have
skimmed through it, yes.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, all right. Thanks so much,
Kathleen.

MS. AOKI: You're welcome.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Kathleen, don't forget to sign up.
Thank you very much. Okay, one more testifier,
yeah.

MR. McCLINTOCK: I'm sorry. I'm Steve McClintock. Thank
you for -- thank you for coming over to the west
side here. I drive here in Lahaina all the time,
and, Jo Anne, if this is not as plain as the nose on
your face, some of the biggest traffic problem is
right down there at the Circle -- where the Circle K

used to be, where the traffic funnels in from one
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lane into two lanes. Why can't we just paint
another lane right down there and say you can turn
right or go straight, because people sit back there
stopped at that traffic light, backed up, and no one
can go in that second lane because people are
blocked right there. It is so easy. Next time
you're sitting there, watch, and look out the side
of your car and you can see there's no one in the
right lane. The whole right lane is completely
empty and the cars are all backed up there. For
years this has been going on. I'm in favor of

Pu unoa Project, and I don't think it's going to
impact it. But, Jo Anne, look at it when you go
there tomorrow. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I just want to --

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Steve, you have a question.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Steve, have you made that
suggestion to the State DOT? Because we don't do
the striping, because I've made that suggestion. So
have you made the suggestion to the State?

MR. McCLINTOCK: I have not made it yet, Jo Anne, but
you're in ~-- you're a powerful person. You have
single-handedly torn down walls. I'm sure that you
can put a paint stripe on the street.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I am sure I have asked repeatedly
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and I get about as much response as you do. So
thank vyou.

MR. McCLINTOCK: Thanks.

. . .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay, thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

Members, if there is no objection, the --

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Wait.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yes, Member Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I am going to raise an objection,
and I'll tell you why. And it's not anything
against the Chair of the Committee. My view has
always been that when you come to a community that
is going to be impacted by a development, by a
proposal, by anything else, you guys have every
right to hear what the decision was. I was at the
HCDCH meeting. I did not like the fact that yes,
they had the meeting, but they already had their
mind made up about the decision. It was really
insulting. If you're going to have a meeting in a
community, at least listen to the people.

I object to having this meeting with the
discussion and all the dialogue moved to Central who
is not impacted by this. You guys have taken time
off. Whether you agree or disagree with the

project, you have taken time away from your families
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to come here repeatedly. I think we deserve and you
deserve to have us face you when we make the
decision so you don't have to travel that dangerous
highway again. I made the request prior to that. I
am one member of this Committee, so they make the
ruling, but I want to voice my objection to having
the meeting held outside of this community.
PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, if there's no

objections -~

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: There is, but I'm overruled.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah, one objection. Committee Chair

would like to recess this meeting until tomorrow
afternoon, Friday, November the 5th, starting at
1:30 p.m. in the Council chambers.

So, Members, thank you very much.

Public, thank you wvery much for coming out
and testifying on the Pu unoa Project here in

Lahaina. Thank you, and good night. (Gavel) .

RECESS: 7:56 p.m.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



HHS 11/4/04 133

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CERTIFICATE

STATE OF HAWAIT )

) SS.

CITY AND COUNTY OF MAUTI )

I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter
for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the
proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and
was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my
supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of
my ability, a true and correct transcript of the
proceedings had in the foregoing matter.

I further certify that I am not attorney for any of
the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the
cause.

DATED this 16th day of November, 2004, in Honolulu,

Hawaii.

404

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



